
 

Dear Parents and Children, 
 
It’s wonderful to have all our children back at school!!  It was such a pleasure to hear the children 
laughing and bringing our classrooms and corridors back to life.  I have enjoyed chatting with 
children again, and seeing our families ‘through the fence’, but most of all I have enjoyed seeing our 
children reconnect with each other.  The sheer happiness on their faces, and in their voices, has 
been wonderful to see and hear. 
 
I would like to pass on my sincere thanks to all of our teachers and families for ensuring that our 
students flourished and succeeded during remote learning.  What we achieved was due to a 
fabulous team effort, and I thank everyone for pitching in and making the very best of a very difficult 
time.  Thanks also to our Learning Support Officers, who were ‘on deck’ every day, ensuring that the 
learning needs of our students working onsite were met, as well as supporting children online.  I am 
blessed to be surrounded by a brilliant staff and a tremendously supportive school community. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Last week we welcomed four new 
families to our school community. 
 
 

Welcome to: 
The Tame Family - Joshua in Junior L 
The Brunton Family - Sophie in Junor L 
The Floyd Family - Millie in Junior O 
The White Family - Lucia in Middle K 
 
 
Wellbeing focus 
We have started this term with a particular focus on the wellbeing of our 
children and families.  The emotional and physical wellbeing of our 
students is pivotal to their success at school, and in their future lives. 
Physically and emotionally healthy students are happy, able to deal 
positively with life’s challenges, experience a sense of connectedness 
with the school and others, and are well placed to develop into 
well-balanced and successful young adults. 
 
Throughout last week, and into this week much of our student’s learning will be grounded in building 
and re-establishing positive and caring relationships, which in turn will provide a strong platform from 
which to grow.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Book Week 2020 - Theme CURIOUS CREATURES, WILD MINDS 
Yesterday a note was sent home about Book Week at St Joeys.  As explained in this note, we had originally 
thought that the pressure of a dress-up day would be too great for our families, especially as the mandatory 
trip to Spotlight or Kmar is not possible.  

 
 
 



 
However, the children have expressed (quite vehemently) their 
unhappiness with this decision - and we have listened.  So…. we will be 
having a dress-up day on Thursday and children can have either a Book 
Week theme, or wear their footy colours (considering that it is also Grand 
Final week). On Thursday the children will also be participating in activities 
related to the short-listed books. 
 

We will also be providing a Hot Dog 
Lunch on Thursday - a note detailing 
this has been sent home today.  

 

Happy Book Week!!! 
 

 
Yarning Conference 
Today our year 5 students are once again participating in the annual Yarning Conference, hosted by 
the Darebin Council Education Board.  This annual event aligns with the celebration of NAIDOC 
week, and promotes their unique message, which for 2020 is “Always Was, Always Will Be”.  
We are one of 12 schools (and 350 year 5 students) in Darebin who are participating in this 
programme.  

 
Normally, we would travel to the Aboriginal Advancement League to 
participate in the day, but this year, due to COVID restrictions, the programme 
is being presented online. 
 
We will hear more from our year 5 students in our next newsletter, providing 
feedback on the activities they participated in and their learnings from the 
experience. 
 
 

Traffic and School Crossing News... 
 
I would like to Welcome Brendan - our new crossing supervisor on 
Westbourne Grove.  Brendan has asked that I ask all families to use the 
crossing, rather than dash across the road at other points along the street. 
This message coincides with a message from Darebin Council, that they have 
asked me to share with our parents: 
 
Now that all primary schools kids have returned to school, Darebin’s crossing supervisors are back at work 
and excited to see you and your kids again after such a long break. Please say hi to them when you get a 
chance. 
 

Council staff have begun to enforce parking restrictions to keep everyone safe on their way to and from 
school, in line with advice from the Government. We’re policing restrictions around schools from now on, so 
please obey the signs, use the Kiss and Go areas (as stipulated), and keep everyone safe. 

 
 
 



 
Assemblies 
Unfortunately we are unable to gather for school assemblies due to COVID restrictions.  We will 
continue to present student awards and make these available on our Website, and celebrated in the 
newsletter.  I look forward to the announcement that we can once again gather as a community to 
celebrate our student successes and share important events. 
 
Uniform 
I would like to remind everyone thatAcademy Uniforms is operating - you can order items online 
(password in “northcote”) or over the phone.  To have items delivered to your home is $12, but to 
have them delivered to the school is free of charge.  I would like to remind families that the blue 
school jumper is to be worn with the school uniform, and the sports jacket is only to be worn on 
sports days, with the sports uniform.  I thank you for your support with this.  I understand that, at the 
moment it is difficult for families to purchase new school shoes, but hope that once retail opens again 
we will see all our students wearing the correct school shoes with the school uniform. 
 
Drink bottles 
As our school bubbler taps remain ‘out of use’ please ensure that your child has a drink bottle with 
them every day. 
 
Fortnightly newsletters 
For the remainder of this term we will continue to send home a newsletter each fortnight. 
Newsletters are available via email, the Skoolbag app, or on our website under the ‘Parents’ tab. 
Please make sure that you read the newsletter each fortnight to ensure that you are up to date with 
all the ‘ins and outs’ of school life! 
 
 
 

 
 
Friday Public Holiday 
Please note that Friday is a public holiday.  Good luck to all 
our Tigers supporters, and in the light of fairness and equity I 
wish the same to our Cats supporters!! 
 
 
Stay safe, stay healthy and stay positive,  
Mary 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Welcome Back! 
It is so good to see the kids back at school – exciting for them; exciting for teachers, parents & our 
school community. 

Community is what makes St Joseph’s such a special place and on behalf of everyone I’d like to 
welcome the four new families who have joined us this term. 

With only a term left until the end of the year, it feels like 2020 is nearly over before it’s even begun! 
So many of the best laid plans of the Social Club have had to be postponed.  But we do have a 
couple of activities coming up before the end of the year, and I encourage you all to support those. 

It’s probably also a really good time to remind everyone of the different ways that you can contribute 
to the life of the school. 

We have two distinct groups – The Social Club and the Education Board. 

The Social Club 
The Social Club is led by a team of four – Jo,  Eleanor, 
Aruna and Carlinea; and together with the Parent Class 
Reps from each grade, facilitate and put on a calendar of 
social and fundraising events for both kids and parents 
across the year. 

If you’d like to be involved – we’d love it – simply volunteer at the start of 2021 at one of our parent 
coffee mornings or reach out to the Social Club directly. 

The Education Board 
Our School Board or Education Board is a more formal group than the Social Club.  Meeting 
monthly, the board operates as an advisory panel to Mary, as well as harnessing the expertise of 
board members to contribute to the school’s development.  The board runs a series of Sub 
Committees focussing on a specific area or project. 

We invite you to either nominate for the board in 2021 – the AGM is coming up in November.  Or 
alternatively join a sub-committee, board membership is not essential to contributing to projects like 
Master Planning, Marketing, or Sustainability. 

We are so grateful that we already have a large group of engaged and supportive parents who 
volunteer their time & skills, but there is always room for more.  

Carlinea W 

Education Board Chair 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 
SANTA MARIA COLLEGE 

Given the COVID restrictions in place, the closure date (Oct 9) for 
applications for Year 7 2022 has been extended.  As a valued family 
attending one of our local Catholic primary schools, we would like to offer you 
the opportunity to discuss enrolment for your Grade 5 daughter if you have 
not yet submitted an application.  We understand that these unprecedented 
times are chaotic and you may not have realised that applications had 
closed. 

To discuss the possibility of enrolment for your daughter in Year 7 2022, please contact our 
Admissions & Marketing Leader, Kylie Lawtey on 9488 1630 or via email at 
registrar@santamaria.vic.edu.au  

 
PARADE COLLEGE - ZOOM WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

The Parade Community takes great pride in our school and students and we 
appreciate that the best way for you to see what we are all about, is to visit us 
when we are in action. However, this is not at all possible at present due to 
COVID-19 social distancing restrictions, so we have in place the next best thing. 

We now extend an invitation to our prospective families to join us in a 
conversation and to ZOOM with the Principal! 

Using online conferencing and taking approximately 30 minutes, this event will be hosted by Parade 
College leadership personnel and specialists teachers. This ideal setting is a perfect opportunity for 
you to meet key staff members, explore Parade history, have curriculum and pathways explained 
and all your enrolment questions answered. Bookings are essential so please register. 

ZOOM Dates and Times 

o  Thursday 22/10 1.30pm 
o  Thursday 29/10 10.00am 

Please Note: If restrictions are eased, we have tentatively nominated the following dates for our 
normal Family Tours, which can also be booked via our website – www.parade.vic.edu.au 

Preston Campus – 5th & 26th November 

Bundoora Campus – 12th November 

 
 
 

http://www.parade.vic.edu.au/
http://www.parade.vic.edu.au/


 

 
 

 
 
 


