
 

LAST WEEK WAS NATIONAL RECONCILIATION 
WEEK… and so we pray  
Creator Spirit, 
All creation once declared your glory, 
Your laws were honoured and trusted, 
Forgive us our neglect as our country approaches 
the most critical moment in its history. 
Listen to our prayer as we turn to you, 
Hear the cry of our land and its people, 
Just as you heard the cry of Jesus, 
your Son, on the Cross. 
Help us to replace our national shame 
With true national pride by restoring the 
dignity of our First People whose antiquity is 
unsurpassed. 
May our faith and trust in you increase. 
Only then will our nation grow strong and be 
a worthy place for all who wish to make their home in our land. 
Amen. 
© Elizabeth Pike, September 1997 
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, Melbourne. 
 
 

This year, the theme for NRW is Grounded in Truth: Walk Together With Courage. Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples have long called for a comprehensive process of truth-telling about Australia’s colonial history. Our 
nation’s past is reflected in the present, and will continue to play out in future unless we heal historical wounds. 

Today, 80 per cent of Australians believe it is important to undertake formal truth telling processes, according to the 2018 
Australian Reconciliation Barometer. Australians are ready to come to terms with our history as a crucial step towards a 
unified future, in which we understand, value and respect each other. 

Whether you’re engaging in challenging conversations or unlearning and relearning what you know, this journey requires 
all of us to walk together with courage. This National Reconciliation Week, we invite Australians from all backgrounds to 
contribute to our national movement towards a unified future. 

https://i.unisa.edu.au/students/student-support-services/wirringka-student-services/national-reconciliation-week-2019/ 

https://i.unisa.edu.au/students/student-support-services/wirringka-student-services/national-reconciliation-week-2019/


Our Middle students are working through a Religious Education unit of work on Reconciliation - 
marrying their learning with Reconciliation Week.  The are preparing ‘A Sea of Hands’ that will soon 
be ‘planted’ in one of the garden beds in the front yard.  Next week they will share more about this 
activity in the classroom spotlight section of the newsletter - but for now here’s a snippet of their work 
thus far… 

  
  
Cross Country Event 
Congratulations to all the children who competed in the cross country event last Tuesday.  We had 
quite a few students struck down with illnesses and were unable to compete - to those students - 
there’s always next year!! 
Once again, the exemplary manners of our students and their amazing sense of good sportsmanship 
shone through on the day.  Whenever our students are at public events they make us proud. 
Special congratulations to Holly Fulton who was successful in qualifying to compete in the next 
level.  Holly will be attending the division competition tomorrow and we wish her the best of luck. 

 
 
 



 
Recent Illnesses 
Last week a note went home detailing an increased number of student 
illnesses.  We have had some confirmed cases of the flu, and are asking 
children to be diligent with washing of hands and following etiquette such as 
coughing in elbows rather than one’s hands, and using tissues appropriately. 
During winter children at school are more likely to get sick. We encourage 
parents to keep their children at home to prevent the spread of colds and flu. 
If you do decide to keep your child home, do not forget to notify us. You can 
do this in writing via the Skoolbag app, email, a phone call to the office or a 
hand-written note to the classroom teacher.   
 
The number of absences this week is not as dramatic as last week, but I feel we are not quite ‘out of 
the woods’ yet, so I ask you to support us in reinforcing the following habits: 
Respiratory hygiene or cough etiquette are terms used to describe infection prevention measures. 
Practices include: 

● covering the mouth and nose when coughing or sneezing 
● using tissues and disposing of them appropriately 
● attending to hand hygiene immediately after coughing, sneezing or blowing nose. 

 
Secondary School Productions 
Over the past few weeks our senior students were fortunate to be invited to see the Santa Maria 
production ‘Hairspray’ and the Academy production of ‘Alice in Wonderland’.  Both of these 
productions, by all accounts, were very entertaining and very well done.  Thank you to both principals 
Ms Debra Barker (Santa Maria) and Sr Mary Moloney (The Academy) for their invitations and for 
covering the travel costs involved.  
 
Hotdog Lunch 
Thank you to Katrina and Linda for organising our ‘Hotdog Lunch’ today.  I’m sure they were very 
much enjoyed by everyone!! 
 
Have a great week, 
Mary. 
 

 

 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation  
is a sacrament of healing and restoration…. 
Please keep the children in grade three in your thoughts 

as they prepare to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Wednesday June 12.  
 



 
June 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Sat 

      1. 

2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 

 
 

9. 

 
 

10. 

 
 

11. 

Yr 3s Sacrament 
of Reconciliation 
7pm                      12. 

Prep Paraliturgy 
 

13. 

A Day in May (in 
June) fundraiser 

14. 

 
 

15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20 .21. 22. 

23. 24. 25. 26. 27. END TERM 2       28. 29. 

 

July 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Sat 

 TERM 3 
COMMENCES 

15. 

 
 

16. 

 
 

17. 

 
 

18. 

 
 

19. 

 
 

20. 

 
 

21. 

 
 

22. 

 
 

23. 

Parish Education 
Board 7:30pm 

24. 

 
 

25. 

 
 

26. 

 
 

27. 

28. 29. 30. 31.    

 
CLICK HERE FOR THE  

Term 2 Assembly 
Roster 
 

 
 

 
This week’s Michael Grose article is titled 

               Creating healthy digital habits in kids 

 
 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/8d0b3d_2601b375ba8b4d5ca837c5abba9035f3.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/8d0b3d_2601b375ba8b4d5ca837c5abba9035f3.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/8d0b3d_67d205b7667a45faab45b58829c34974.pdf


Congratulations to the students who received  

LEARNER QUALITY certificate from week 5 

 
Phuong, Jordan, 
Willow, Xavier, 
Pippa, Madeleine, 
Julian, Nina, 
Caolan 

 
 

Congratulations to the students who received 3 Responsible, 
Resilient and Respectful certificate from last week. 

 

Fitzroy, Emily, 
Tyler, Phoebe, 
Sophia, Klara, 

Elli 
 
 
 
NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA 
What is NCCD? 
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (the national data collection) is 
an annual collection that counts the number of school students receiving an adjustment due to disability and 
the level of adjustment they are receiving to access education on the same basis as other students.  
 
Please see the fact sheet at the end of this newsletter for more information and if you have any questions 
please don’t hesitate to contact Andrea or Mary for more information. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Coming up on Friday the 14th of JUNE is (weirdly enough) A Day In May. A 
Day In May is run by a charity called a musical moment which raise money 
for people that have horrid illnesses. They made this charity after they found 
a young boy who had a bad illness. He loved music and it took away the 
bad feeling of being sick. Your child can choose to wear a 
rockstar costume or just wear yellow. The reason you wear yellow 
is because the little boy’s favourite colour was yellow. There will be various fun activities on the day 
(yay!), and after school there will be scrumptious cupcake stall run by Tania Angerosa. We are 
very excited for the day, and we hope your child is too! If you can help out with the cupcake stall that 
would be highly appreciated. If you could bring a gold coin donation, that would also be great. 
The S.R.C’s from each class will collect the donations from their class.  
LEO PINNUCK AND YASMIN HAMILTON. 
 

 
Cross Country 
Thank you to our Cross Country competitors for their 
wonderful sense of sportsmanship and for representing St 
Joseph’s so proudly. 
 
Chloe L Olivia Sasha C 
Fitzroy Jack Holly  
Alexandra Orlando Emily  
Lara Yasmin Leo 
Thomas Z Darcy Hugh 
Daniel F Thomas L Spencer 

 



 

 
SCHOOL BANKING 
A reminder that School Banking day is Tuesday, if anyone would like further 
information please see Carmel in the Office.  
 
 
 
CHESS NEWS 
Last week Madeleine Boyce was featured in the local paper, promoting the Darebin Chess Club…  
Great photo Maddie and best of luck for the tournament!!! 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 

 


