
 
 

A PRAYER FOR POSITIVITY….. as we journey into term two... 
Banish our spirit of criticism;  
Replace it with a spirit of affirmation. 
Help us to see the glass that is half full; 
The essay that is half written; The answer 
that is halfway correct. 
Banish our spirit of self-resignation;  
Replace it with a spirit of determination. 
Help us to be bold and tenacious; 
To believe in our students; 
To believe in ourselves; 
To believe in our colleagues; 
To believe in our God; 
To believe that all things are possible . 
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
Welcome back to term two.  I hope that everyone had a lovely Easter, a relaxing holiday and managed to 
enjoy some quality family time together. 
 

Building/Maintenance Work 
Over the holidays we had some building work completed.  The bike shed has been closed off and is now 
being used as storage space, and a new bike shelter has been built just through the gates at the entrance to 
the backyard (sand-pit area).  The creation of this new storage space has enabled us to empty and revamp 
The Cottage in order to use that space more productively. 
 
 
 
 



School Photos 
School photos will be taken this Wednesday, May 1 (tomorrow).  We ask that all 
students wear their summer uniform on photo day.  We also ask that girls hair, if long, is 
tied back and any ribbons are in school colours (yellow or blue).  The grade six students 
will also have their graduation photo taken on this day. 
 

Maths Pathways Evening 
This evening, at 7:00pm, we will be holding a Maths Pathways information session 
for parents with children in grades 3-6 (and any other parents who are interested to 
hear about Mathematics learning in middle and senior grades).  The evening will be 
facilitated by a Maths Pathways consultant and the grade 3-6 teachers.  Maths 
Pathways is a program we have introduced this year to support our personalised 
approach to learning and teaching.  

 

Working Bee 
This Saturday we will holding a working bee to complete our Armistice Garden 
(along James St).  Many hands make light work so if you have an hour or even 
half hour to spare from 8:00am onwards please come along and lend a hand.  
 

Assemblies 
Thank you to the parents who took the time to respond to our survey about school assemblies.  We 
gathered data as to whether parents prefer assembly on a Wednesday morning or a Friday afternoon.  The 
results indicated that the majority of parents preferred a Wednesday morning as they could arrange this 
time slot better around work commitments.  Given these results we will be moving our weekly assemblies 
back to a Wednesday morning and we will be commencing as close to 8:45am as possible.  We are still in 
the process of determining class presentations and as soon as this is finalised we will share the roster with 
families and publish it on our website.  Last term a group of our senior students took on the role of 
coordinating and presenting our assemblies - this will continue as the feedback about the student led 
assemblies has been very positive.  Also, we will continue to share our student awards, and acknowledge 
children who have celebrated their birthday each week.  Our first assembly will be in week 3, May 8 - there 
will no assembly this week. 
 

Uniforms 
As the mornings are becoming increasingly cooler students may begin to wear their winter uniform. We ask 
that all students have transitioned from summer to winter uniform by the end of next week.  There have 
been some slight changes to the design of the girls pinafore, and  Academy Uniforms have released the 
new shirt that may be worn with the girls winter dress.  The shirt is blue with a ‘peter pan’ collar.  Girls may 
also wear blue pants for winter that are also available at Academy Uniforms.  At this stage there is no 
urgency to purchase the new uniform items as we are still in a transition stage.  
 

Election 
This year St Joseph’s will be a polling place for the Federal Election.  We will be holding a sausage sizzle 
and a cake stall on the day (May 18) - more information will come home soon. 
 
As of Thursday this week I will be taking some long service leave.  I will be away until Monday May 27 and 

in my absence Andrea Wals will be acting principal.   

I will be away for our Mother’s Day celebrations (Lunch, Breakfast and Mass) and so, in advance, I would 

like to wish all of our St Joey’s Mums a fabulous Mother’s Day - I hope you all are very spoilt on the day!   

 
Kind regards, 
Mary. 



 

May 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Sat 

   School Photos 

PEB meeting 7:30pm 
1. 

Middle K class 
Mass 9:15am 

2. 

Mother’s Day 
Luncheon 

3. 

WORKING 
BEE 8am 

4. 

Mother’s 
Day Mass 
10:30am 

5. 

 
 
 

6. 

  
 

 
 7. 

 
 

 
8. 

Cross Country 
training 8am 
Junior’s Excursion 
to Ceres                 9. 

Mother’s Day 
Breakfast & Stall 

 
10. 

 
 

 
11. 

MOTHER’S 
DAY 
 

 
12. 

 
 

 
 

13. 

NAPLAN 
 
 

 
14. 

NAPLAN 
 
 

 
15. 

NAPLAN 
*Cross Country 
training 8am 
*Jnr O Class Mass 
9:15am                 16. 

 
 

 
 

17. 

Election @ 
SJN 
 

 
18. 

 
 

19. 

 
 

20. 

 
 

21. 

Gr5s to Santa Maria 
Production - 
Hairspray            22. 

 
 

23. 

 
 

24. 

 
 

25. 

 
26. 

 
27. 

District Cross 
Country               28. 

 
29. 

Jnr D Class Mass 
9:15am                 30. 

 
31. 

 

 

June 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Sat 

      1. 

2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 

 
 

9. 

 
 

10. 

 
 

11. 

Yr 3s Sacrament 
of Reconciliation 
7pm                      12. 

Prep Paraliturgy 
 

13. 

A Day in May (in 
June) fundraiser 

14. 

 
 

15. 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20 .21. 22. 

23. 24. 25. 26. 27. END TERM 2       28. 29. 

30.       

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Click HERE for the Class Mass Roster 
 
EASTER CELEBRATIONS 

Last week our Prep students and their Year Five Buddies 
presented The Stations of the Light.  The students 
provided us with a wonderful reenactment of the days 
following Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 
Thank you to Ms Thornton who coordinated this event, 
and to Ms Grace and all of the preps and grade 5s for 
making this such a significant and reverent Easter 
celebration for St Joseph’s. 

 
 
 
Children’s Liturgy 
On the 1st and the 3rd Sunday of each month the children have 
the opportunity to participate in the Children’s Liturgy at the 
10:30am Mass. 
This is an opportunity for the children to hear a child’s version 
of the Gospel and respond with a picture.  The children 
assemble in the back of the church behind the glass partition for this activity.  All 
Welcome!! 
 
 
 

 
 

This week’s Michael Grose article is titled 

‘The message all boys need to hear’  
 

 

 

 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/8d0b3d_67c1e72828294e63a69f36e46a26c139.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/8d0b3d_daaef4226c8449cdac98c2c89f11b626.pdf


 

 

 
Cross Country 
This term St. Joseph’s will once again participate at the Annual 
SSV Brunswick District Cross Country Championships. Cross 
Country is open for students aged 9 to 13 years. The 
championships will be held on Tuesday May 28 at Bundoora Park. 
Below are some important Cross Country dates to put in your diary: 
 
 
Cross Country Trial; Tuesday May 7, 8am sharp - All Nations Park  
Cross Country team announced - Friday May 10  
Cross Country Training (available for all students from year 3 - 6, whether they are part of the 
team or not) - Thursday May 9 Tuesday May 14  

Thursday May 16 Tuesday May 21  
Thursday May 23 

  
District Cross Country Event - Tuesday 22nd May, - Bundoora Park 
 
 

 

Italian classes at St Joseph’s Primary School 
Our Italian Classes are back up and running at St Joseph’s Primary School!  
Due to parent feedback the school has negotiated with the Centre of Italian Studies (CIS) for a 
slight change in format - Italian classes will now be held during school hours on Friday.  
This term the first class will begin on Friday 10 May and finish on Friday 28 June - this means it 
will be an 8 week term. We are very pleased to be working with the teacher from CIS again who 
are very passionate about teaching the Italian language to our students.  
The Friday class times are:  
+Senior Class (Year 3-6) 12.30pm -1.30pm 
+Junior Class (Prep-Year 2) 2.15pm - 3.15pm 
Here is the direct link for the online enrollment form provided to the school by CIS: 
https://cis2.typeform.com/to/YJu78a  
 
If your child would like to join our Italian lessons please follow the link above and then inform the 
office either by email carmel@sjnorthcote.catholic.edu.au or phone 9481 7166 so that we can plan 
for the appropriate space and materials. 
 
 

https://cis2.typeform.com/to/YJu78a
mailto:carmel@sjnorthcote.catholic.edu.au


 

 
 
SANTA MARIA COLLEGE NORTHCOTE 
2019 Annual Production 
The performance opportunities are as follows: 
 
Thursday, 23 May 2019 (7:00pm) 
Friday, 24 May 2019 (7:00pm) 
Saturday, 25 May 2019 (2:00pm & 7:00pm) 
 
Tickets cost $28 for adults, $20 for concession, $12 for children under 12, $70 for a family of 2 
adults and 2 kids. 
For tickets, please book online:  www.trybooking.com/BBQNT 
 
For enquiries, please contact:  
Mrs Kylie Lawtey, Admissions & Marketing Leader  
Telephone: 9488 1630 
Email: registrar@santamaria.vic.edu.au 
 

 

mailto:registrar@santamaria.vic.edu.au


 
 

 
 
OUR RECAP: 
It was great to be back at before and afterschool care and the 

students were eager to share all of their stories about their 

holidays and ideas for the term. We started the week off by playing 

various indoor and outdoor group games. It was fantastic to see 

Robbie Milgate show excellent leadership and support towards 

other students. In the morning sessions we made our delicious 

buttermilk pancakes. Mila Northey In both sessions we have been partook in lots of construction of 

lego and origami.  

We have lots of exciting projects coming up for the new term. These include creating our own 

indoor garden, an extend cookbook and our own sustainable art gallery. We also have lots of fun 

and exciting science experiments, outdoor activities, art projects, cooking sessions and 

construction challenges ahead in the new term. We are looking forward to seeing you all there. 

 

Thank you, Elise Szacsuri, Extend OHSC. 

 

Next Week's Activities: 
Monday 1st April:  
Cornflower experiment- creating a liquid that’s a solid/ The colour game on the playground. 
Tuesday 2nd April:  
Sunset painting/ Long jump and triple jump. 
Wednesday 3rd April: 
Making sushi/ Basketball and netball day. 
Thursday 4th April:  
Creating take home board games/ group games- cat and mouse and line tiggy. 
Friday 5th April:  
Paper cup tower building/ obstacle course. 
 
 
 


